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1884.] Tumours and other Obscure Conditions of the Bladder. 

■was not finished at the time of writing. Mr. Butlin describes an opera¬ 
tion he has devised and practised for removal of the inferior turbinated 
bone as the principal seat of mucous polypi, and makes some general re¬ 
marks upon these troublesome growths that recur with such persistency, 
giving a decided preference to the galvano-cautery for their removal. 

In completing this notice of all the papers that can be regarded as sur¬ 
gical in this volume, it is impossible not to be impressed with the fact of 
their fewness and comparative unimportance. As it is, several of them' 
are by medical men, and it would appear as if the surgeons of this great 
hospital took but little interest in its annual volume. S. A. 


Art. XXI Y. — The Surgical Treatment of Tumours and Other Obscure 
Conditions of the Bladder. By Walter Whitehead, F.R.C.S.E., 
Surgeon, Manchester Royal Infirmary, and Bilton Pollard, M.D., 
F.R.C.S. With an Appendix of Cases. 8vo. pp. 32. London : J. & 
A. Churchill. 

Originally printed in The Lancet the value of this brochure is much 
greater than its size indicates. It consists of a careful study of the 
operation of median urethrotomy for exploration of the bladder, which 
although not original with Sir Henry Thompson, has received a great 
impetus from his repeated indorsements of it. Mr. Whitehead and Dr. 
Pollard have done good service by preparing this pamphlet, and the im¬ 
portance of an operation which affords relief to cases that are otherwise 
hopeless, is our apology for dwelling upon the subject. 

How hopeless was the condition of patients suffering from cystic tu¬ 
mour, was a matter of' sad comment among surgeon's, who have eagerly 
turned to a method of treatment, which as formulated and practised by 
Sir Henry Thompson and others, has already accomplished much. The 
operation in itself is simply an incision into the membranous portion of 
the urethra, with an insinuation of the forefinger through the prostate to 
explore the bladder, and the removal by the same channel of the existing 
tumour which has been before suspected. 

After referring to the history of the operation, Messrs. Whitehead and 
Pollard give a succinct account of the growths which occur in the bladder. 
As hitherto observed, these are eight in number, viz., Fibroma, Myxoma, 
Sarcoma, Myoma, Enchondroma, Epithelioma, Carcinoma, and Papilloma. 
Enchondroma is certainly very rare, but is included by our authors upon the 
strength of two cases which have been recorded. Histologists will how¬ 
ever be slow to accept the possibility of such a tumour originating in a 
viscus into the structure of which cartilaginous tissues do not enter, and 
will prefer to believe that the case reported in the Gazette Medicals de 
Paris, 1836, and the one communicated to the Societe Anatomique in 
1861, were inaccurately observed. Be this as it may, the one which is 
most frequent, which can be most satisfactorily removed by the measure 
under consideration, and which exhibits least tendency to return, is the 
papilloma, so long known to surgeons under the name of villous growth. 

Fatal through repeated hemorrhages, if left to themselves, villous 
growths are manifested by the constant presence of blood in greater or less 
amount in the urine, with more or less obstruction to its flow in some cases, 
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and symptoms of vesical irritation. The diagnosis has hitherto been de¬ 
pendent upon the examination of tufts of the new growth, either passed 
spontaneously, or brought away in the eye of a catheter, and such explora¬ 
tion of the bladder as could be made by palpation, and with the aid of a 
sound. Our author thinks that in these persons, without enlarged prostates, 
it is possible to quite thoroughly examine the bladder with the aid of an 
anassthetic, by inserting one or two fingers into the rectum and pressingthe 
vertex down by the other hand placed upon the relaxed abdominal wall. 
In women, by dilating the short urethra and introducing the finger, it is 
quite easy to bring the whole bladder surface under examination by judi¬ 
ciously exerted pressure. But by the operation under consideration a 
much more satisfactory result can generally be obtained in males. Sir 
Henry Thompson says that a satisfactory examination can always be had 
in these cases, but Messrs. Whitehead and Pollard point out that the fat¬ 
ness of the patient, by increasing the depth of the perineum, enlargement 
of the prostate or unusual narrowness of the pelvic outlet, may seriously 
interfere with the thoroughness of the examination. The authors of the 
pamphlet give instances in which the first and second obstacles were met 
with, and interfered with the thoroughness of the exploration. 

Ten cases are narrated, in six of which a tumour was found and re¬ 
moved, in males by perineal urethrotomy, in females by rapid dilatation of 
the urethra; while in four of the cases no tumour was found, but the 
symptoms were relieved after the urethrotomy. 

In a table at the end of the pamphlet are collected and classified twenty- 
eight cases of tumour of the bladder occurring in males submitted to opera¬ 
tion, of which sixteen recovered, and twelve died within three months. 
Twenty-eight cases of women are tabulated in which the bladder was 
explored through the dilated urethra. In a second table eleven cases are 
given in which the bladder was explored by the aid of urethrotomy, but 
no tumour was found. 

From their analysis of all the cases Messrs. Whitehead and Pollard 
conclude that operations for the removal of new growths have results 
which compare favourably with any other major operations. Out of 
twenty-nine cases in which the exploration was resorted to in the three 
years previous to their writing, a tumour was detected in eighteen. Their 
tables also furnish evidence of the advantage resulting from the operation 
in cases of chronic cystitis, by the drainage secured, and by the facilities 
afforded by it for making stimulating applications to the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the bladder. 

We may safely conclude after a perusal of this pamphlet, as well as of 
other publications, that the operation promises well, and would appear to 
be an important step forward in the healing art. S. A. 


Art. XXV_ Ueber die Knochenbriiche bei Geisteskranken. Inaugural 

Dissertation (Heidelberg). Von Dr. Med. Hugo Neumann. 8vo. pp. 
164. Berlin : G. Bernstein, 1883. 

On Fractures in the Insane. Inaugural Dissertation. By Dr. Hugo 
Neumann, etc. 

In undertaking the discussion of this interesting subject, the author of 
the monograph before us calls attention to the varying opinions which 



